A Case of Laryngeal Crises with Abductor Paralysis.
BY EDWARD D. DAVIS.
A COACHMAN, aged 38, came to the hospital in May, 1909, complaining of difficulty in breathing of some three or four months' duration. About twice a week he would suddenly jump out of bed, make a crowing noise, and would be unable to breathe. The attack lasts a few seconds. He is short of breath on exertion and breathing is occasionally stridulous. He contracted syphilis six years ago.
The patient was admitted under Dr. Mott for observation for ten days, and the above diagnosis was confirmed. On examination of the larynx, the vocal cords are in a position of complete adduction. During deep inspiration there is scarcely any abduction, but there is a narrow chink in front and behind the vocal processes. The condition of the larynx is precisely the same now as it was in May, 1909. The pupils are unequal and do not react to light; optic disks normal. Knee-jerks present, lightning pains, difficulty of micturition; positive Wassermann reaction obtained twice.
